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Sure.
 
*************************************
Cynthia Fanning
Congressional Liaison
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6
Phone: 214-665-2142
Office:  214-665-2200
**************************************
 
From: Robledo, Tony 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2013 7:55 AM
To: Fanning, Cynthia
Subject: Hydrofracking Fact Sheet
 
Cindy – can you share this once it goes out today?  Thanks.
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SHALE OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT IN THE SOUTH CENTRAL STATES 



QUESTION:  Are there significant air and water quality impacts from unconventional oil and gas development in the south central states?



ANSWER:



· There are three general areas of EPA's interest, including: 1) air emissions from production and processing including large stationary sources; 2) impacts to water resources; and 3) seismic events linked to Underground Injection Control (UIC) program permitted disposal wells.

· It is a priority of the Administration to understand and address these concerns so the public has confidence that energy extraction will proceed in a safe and responsible manner.



BACKGROUND:



· There are a number of shale plays in the south central states including the Barnett, Eagle Ford (TX), Haynesville (TX & LA), Woodford (OK), and Fayetteville (AR) plays. The Barnett Shale play includes over 17,000 production wells and is unique in its proximity to densely populated urban development in Fort Worth and its suburbs.  

· Air emissions commonly associated with unconventional oil and gas development include ozone precursors (VOCs and NOx), air toxics, and greenhouse gases and can contribute to air pollution. The largest stationary source of air emissions is associated with diesel compressor stations used to move product after the well is completed.

· Wise County, Texas, has experienced a significant increase in air emissions due in large part to growth in emissions from Barnett Shale oil and natural gas production and development, but also due to growth in population. Emissions from Wise County contribute to the observed ozone violations in the existing Dallas–Fort Worth ozone nonattainment area and supported the inclusion of Wise County into the ozone nonattainment area in 2012.

· Water resource impacts commonly identified during hydraulic fracturing include volume of source water used for the fracturing fluids, spills during the handling of chemical additives, and the handling of reclaimed water from hydraulic fracturing event itself. 

· Horizontal hydraulic fracturing may use 5-10 million gallons of water, and as much as 2% (200,000 gallons) of chemical additives.  As much as 60% of the total volume will return to the surface during flowback to be recycled, treated or disposed. 

· USGS and others are investigating whether unconventional oil and gas operations may result in minor seismic measurements during discreet periods of production activity. It is more likely that the high volume disposal of reclaimed liquids in UIC wells contributes to seismic activity in certain geographic locations. EPA's report examining seismic activity related to UIC wells is under development. 

· DOJ, EPA and Range Resources settled litigation involving an emergency order under the Safe Drinking Water Act and two homeowner drinking water wells within the Barnett Shale in March 2012. Range Resources agreed to voluntarily sample drinking water wells and provide data to regulators.
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Ex. 5 -- Deliberative Process Privilege
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